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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
SEVERE WEATHER HAZARDS



Severe Weather Awareness 
April 17-21, 2017

State-wide Special Tornado Drill –
Thursday, April 20th 

- 1:45 p.m. School Districts should 
be conducting tornado or 
shelter-from-the-storm drills 

- 6:45 p.m. Families and 2nd shift 
workers to also practice



2017 Emergency Weather 
Warning Siren Test Dates
o Thursday, April 20th at 1:45 p.m./6:55 p.m.

o Monday, May 22nd at 1:00 p.m.

o Monday, June 26th at 1:00 p.m.

o Monday, July 24th at 1:00 p.m.

o Monday, August 28th at 1:00 p.m.

o Monday, September 25th at 1:00 p.m.





When are sirens activated?

o Immediate danger of tornado or severe thunderstorm 
with dangerous winds of 70 mph or above.

o Storm conditions exist and public sightings of a tornado 
are reported locally.



Types of Hazards

Natural

o Tornadoes and Severe Storms 
o Severe Winter Weather 
o Flooding

Human-Caused or Technological

o Fire (Structure; Wildland or Brush)
o Hazardous Materials (Fixed Site, 

Transportation, Gas Leak)
o Nuclear Power Plant Accident
o Airplane Crash
o Terrorism



Tornado Information

Tornado Safety
 Always pay attention and be prepared during 

Severe Thunderstorm Warnings or Tornado 
Watches.

 Always take Tornado Warnings serious and 
take immediate action to protect yourself and 
others.

 If outside, go inside and seek best available 
shelter.

 Basement or lowest interior room, away from 
windows.

 Most tornadoes occur in the afternoon or 
evening during spring and summer, but may 
occur anytime.

 Avoid down power lines.
 Avoid flooded roadways.



Hoffman Park Storm Shelter

• 360 occupants
• 24/7/365 Access



Tornado Winds & Damage      
EF Scale
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Emergency Preparedness
 Build a Kit

 Three day supply of food and water
 Battery-operated radio
 Flashlight
 First Aid kit
 Personal medications and hygiene items
 Important Family Papers

 Make a Plan
 Choose a contact person
 Choose a meeting point in case you’re 

separated
 Know evacuation routes from home
 Get First Aid/CPR Training

 AllinaHealth.org



Emergency/Disaster Supplies
www.ready.gov



Weather Resources
National Weather Service
http://www.nws.noaa.gov

MyRadar

 Hi-Def Radar 
 Weather Forecasts 
 Weather Alerts 
 Storm Tracking

Mass Notification System



Thank You

For questions or assistance, please contact the River 
Falls Police Department at 715-425-0909 or stop in at 

125 East Elm Street.


