BOARD OF REVIEW
OCTOBER 6, 2021, 4-6 P.M., COUNCIL CHAMBERS
AGENDA
1. Call Board of Review to order
2. Roll call of members
3. By Motion, Selection of Chairperson
4. By Motion, Selection of Vice-Chairperson
5. Verify training requirements
6. Verify Confidentiality Ordinance 2.48.040
7. Review New Laws
8. Filing and summary of Annual Assessment Report by Assessor’s Office
9. Receipt of assessment roll from Assessor
10. Review assessment roll.
A. Changes from prior year
B. Review personal property
C. Advise Assessor of any applicable changes
11. Clerk’s Statement
12. Review Taxpayers Notices of Intent to File Objections
13. Proceed to hearing objections (if, applicable)
A. Swearing in of Board Members
B. Swearing in of Assessor
14. Deliberation (if applicable)
Board Members to determine if deliberations will be heard after each case or after all cases have been
heard (by motion)
15. Adjournment
Posted to website and City Hall Bulletin Board: 9/29/21

5

�

• Board of Review Member Training Affidavit
This affidavit confirms that one or more Board of Review (BOR) voting members attended training before the BOR
met, satisfying state law (sec. 70.46(4), Wis. Stats.).
STATE OF WISCONSIN

------------ --

County of

ST CROIX

Co-mun i code

55276

I, ______
A_m_,,_y_W'--. hi_ _te______ , the clerk for the_

_
_ __CI_ T__
Y O F_
_ R_IV_E_R_F_
A_
L_LS
_____

swear the following BOR voting member(s), who represent(s) the municipality's chief executive officer or the officer's
designee(s), attended a Wisconsin Department of Revenue approved BOR training program within two years of the
BOR's first meeting. (sec. 70.46 (4), Wis. Stats.)
BOR member(s) and attendance date:

SEAN DOWNING
Name
AMYWHITE
Name

05/25/2021
Date
06/28/2021
Date

06-28-2021 10:56 AM
Date electronically filed
awhite@rfcity.org
Clerk email

PA-107 (R. 01-16)

Wisconsin Department of Revenue
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• Board of Review Member Training Affidavit
This affidavit confirms that one or more Board of Review (BOR) voting members attended training before the BOR
met, satisfying state law (sec. 70.46(4), Wis. Stats.).
STATE OF WISCONSIN

County of

PIERCE

Co-muni code

47276
Amy White

CITY OF RIVER FALLS
, the clerk for the
swear the following BOR voting member(s), who represent(s) the municipality's chief executive officer or the officer's
designee(s), attended a Wisconsin Department of Revenue approved BOR training program within two years of the
BOR's first meeting. (sec. 70.46 (4), Wis. Stats.)
I,

BOR member(s) and attendance date:

SEAN DOWNING

05/25/2021

Name
AMYWHITE

Date
06/28/2021

Name

Date

06-30-2021 08:52 AM
Date electronically filed

awhite@rfcity.org
Clerk email

PA-107 (R. 01-16)

Wisconsin Department of Revenue

River Falls, WI Code of Ordinances
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6

Chapter 2.48- BOARD OF REVIEW
(�

Sections:
2.48.010 - Membership.
The board of review shall consist of the mayor, all alderpersons and the city clerk.
(Ord.1997-13 (part): prior code§ 1.51(1))
2.48.020 - Powers and duties.
See Section 70.47, Wis. Stats.
(Ord. 1997-13 (part): prior code§ 1.51(2))
2.48.030 - Sessions.
At its first meeting, the board of review shall receive the assessment role and sworn

i'

,,..-.

statements from the clerk and prior to adjournment shall be in session at least one day from
eight a.m. to twelve noon for taxpayers to appear and examine the assessment role and other
assessment data and be heard in relation to the assessment. If the assessment role is not
completed, the board shall adjourn for such time as is necessary to complete the roll, and shall
post written notice on the outer door of the place of meeting stating to what time the meeting is
adjourned.
(Ord. 1997-13 (part): prior code§ 1.51(3))
2.48.040 - Confidentiality of records.
Whenever the assessor, in the performance of the assessor's duties, requests or obtains
income and expense information pursuant to Section 70.47(7)(af), Wisconsin Statutes, or any
successor statute thereto, then, such income and expense information that is provided to the
assessor shall be held by the assessor on a confidential basis, except, however, that the
information may be revealed to and used by persons: in the discharging of duties imposed by law;
in the discharge of duties imposed by office (including, but not limited to, use by the assessor in
performance of official duties of the assessor's office and use. by the board of review in
performance of its official duties); or pursuant to order of a court. Income and expense

about:blank

4/7/2017

River Falls, WI Code of Ordinances

'

Page 2 of2

information provided to the assessor under Section 70.47(7)(af), Wis. Stats., unless a court
determines that it is inaccurate, is, per Section 70.47(7)(af) Wis. Stats., not subject to the right of
inspection and copying under Section 19.35(1), Wisconsin Statues.
(Ord. 2000-4: prior code§ 1.51 (4))

about:blank

4/7/2017

---
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Amy White
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

League of Wisconsin Municipalities <witynski@lwm-info.org>
Tuesday, February 23, 2021 1:21 PM
Amy White
Annual Board of Review Training Applies to one member only

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

View as Webpage

Annual Board of Review Training Requirement in Act 1
applies to One Member Only
In yesterday's Legislative Bulletin, I incorrectly described the new Board of
Review training requirements in Act 1. The Act, which the Governor signed
into law last week, requires at least one member of a board to complete
training each year. As introduced, Assembly Bill 2 revised the training
requirements to require all board of review members to complete the
annual training, allowing the requirement to be satisfied electronically as
long as one member attended training in-person each year. This language
was changed by Assembly Substitute Amendment l and that change was
retained in Assembly_Substitute Amendment 3, which the Assembly adopted
on February 16 and the Senate concurred in on that same date.
Prior law required that at least one member of the board of review attend
DOR training within the two-year period beginning on the date of the
board's first meeting. While Act 1 generally took effect on February 20,
2021, the new board of review training requirement mandating that at least
one member of the board complete training annually, takes effect on
January 1, 2022.
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2021 Annual Assessor Report – The City of River Falls
Last year the City of River Falls was out of compliance for the third straight year. Once a
community drops below 90% that community is considered out of compliance and must
return to compliance within five years. The 2020 major class was 77.07%. Residential
was 75.94% while Commercial was 80.97% The major class reflects the DOR’s
percentage of assessed value compared to full market value, which is also called
equalization.
This year the City of River Falls performed a Market Revaluation. The residential portion
of the City increased 37.26%. Commercial increased 19.98%. The overall community
change was 33.28%.
Residential new construction was around $25,000,000 for the year. Commercial new
construction was around $13,700,000. The exact numbers will be finalized on the MAR
that is submitted after the Board of Review adjourns.
During fieldwork this year 408 parcels were visited. Notices were mailed 8/16 with the
official open book held on 8/30 and 8/31. The open book period starts when notices are
mailed and lasts until the Board of Review on 10/6. During this time owners can discuss
data and valuation changes with the assessor.
During the two days of open book Accurate talked to 74 parcel owners. As of 9/29, our
customer service team talked to an additional 83 parcel owners.
The city of Rivers Falls is scheduled to perform a maintenance job in 2022, which is the
last year of the current contract.

PO Box 415 Menasha, WI 54952

Email: question@accurateassessor.com - Web: www.accurateassessor.com
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DELIBERATIONS*

► Must be held in open session.
► Can be done immediately after the case is heard, or can be done at another time. Iflater, the
taxpayer should be advised ofthe time their case is to be deliberated.
► The "Findings ofFact, Determination, and Decision" form may be used.
► The Board ofReview clerk will participate in completion ofthe "Findings ofFact,
Determination and Decision" form prior to the motion.
► The Board ofReview decision must be based on the evidence presented.
Upon conclusion of the deliberations and completion ofthe "Findings ofFact, Determination, and
Decision" form, the Chairperson will ask for a motion:
1. A MOTION TO AFFIRM THE ASSESSMENT, should be stated as follows:
I move that, exercising its judgment and discretion, pursuant to Sec. 70.47(9)(a) of the Wis. Statutes
the Board of Review, by majority and roll call vote hereby determines:
(mark and state for the record all that apply)
•

that the Assessor's valuation is correct;

•

that the Assessor presented evidence of the fair market value of the subject
property using assessment methods which conform to the statutory
requirements and which are outlined in the Wisconsin Property Assessment
Manual;

•

that the Assessor presented evidence of the proper classification of the subject
property using assessment methods which conform to the statutory requirements and
which are outlined in the Wisconsin Property Assessment Manual

•

that the proper use values were applied to the agricultural land

•

that the proper fractional assessments were applied to undeveloped land and
agricultural forest land classifications

•

that the property owner did not present sufficient evidence to rebut the
presumption of correctness granted by law to the Assessor;

•

that the Assessor's valuation is reasonable in light of all the relevant evidence;

•

and sustains the same valuation as set by the Assessor;

•

(in certain cases), It is not relevant to present assessments of other properties as a
basis for the market value of the appeal property
OR

2. A MOTION TO MODIFY THE ASSESSMENT, should be stated as follows: I move that, exercising
its judgment and discretion, pursuant to Sec. 70.49 (9)(a), Wis. Statutes the Board of Review, by majority
and roll call vote hereby determines: (mark and state for the record all that apply):
• that the Assessor's valuation is incorrect;
•

that the property owner has presented sufficient evidence to rebut the
presumption of correctness granted by law to the Assessor;

2017 Board of Review Training
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UW-Extension Local Government Center

•

that the property owner's valuation is reasonable in light of the relevant
evidence;

• that the full value of the property is:
Land:

•
•

Improvements: _______ _
_ _____
Total:
that the aggregate level of assessment of the municipality is at __
and hereby sets the new assessment at
Land:
Improvements:

Total:
{Note for Minutes}
Name of BOR member who made motion: ---------------Name of BOR member who seconded motion: -------------I, _________________, Clerk of the Board of Review, do hereby certify
that the members of the Board of Review voted as follows:
Name of Board of Review Member:

Yes

No

to adopt this motion on this ___ day of __________, 20
Clerk of Board of Review
{Either of these motions should be made and seconded by a member of the Board of Review based upon the
decisions made on pages 4 and 5 of the Findings of Fact, Determination, and Decision form. Discussion may
follow the making of the motion, but the decision on pages 4 and 5 should be consistent with the motion as made and
adopted by the Board of Review. The clerk should record the roll call vote on page 6 of the Findings of Fact,
Determination, and Decision form.} {In the event of a tie vote of the Board of Review, the Assessor's valuation is
sustained pursuant to Sec. 70.47 (9) (a) of the Wis. Statutes.}
* This sample script was prepared by John P. Macy ofArenz, Molter, Macy, Riffle & Larson, S.C., (262) 548-1340,
and was reviewed and modified by Rick Stadelman ofthe Wisconsin Towns Association and Office ofTechnical &
Assessment Services of the Wisconsin Department ofRevenue.

2017 Board of Review Training
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