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City of River Falls  
Business Improvement District 

 
 

AGENDA 
JANUARY 13, 2026 AT 8:30 A.M.  

CITY HALL – FOSTER CONFERENCE ROOM 
222 LEWIS STREET RIVER FALLS, WI 54022 

 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA/MINUTES 
December 10, 2025 BID Meeting Minutes 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
GRANT REQUESTS 

1. Sign Grant: Adoray’s Treasures from the Heart, 200 S. Main Street 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 

2. Second Street Gardens and Hanging Baskets 
3. Main Street Updates 

 
ADJOURN 
 
 
Next Meeting: February 10, 2026 at 8:30 a.m., Foster Conference Room, City Hall 

 
 
 
NOTE: Any person who has a qualifying disability as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act that 
requires the meeting or materials to be in an accessible location or format, may contact City Clerk Amy 
White at (715) 426-3408 or in person at 222 Lewis Street, for accommodations.  Requests for 
accommodations should be made at least three (3) business days in advance of the meeting.  Every effort 
will be made to arrange accommodations.  
 
POSTED:  River Falls City Hall, River Falls Public Library, River Falls Police Department: January 7, 2026 
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City of River Falls Business Improvement District 
 

 
MINUTES 

 
DECEMBER 9, 2025 AT 8:30 A.M. 

FOSTER CONFERENCE ROOM – CITY HALL 
222 LEWIS STREET RIVER FALLS, WI 54022 

 
 

Members present: Joleen Larson, Mike Miller, Rosa Magnus, Vince Seidling, Kerri Olson, Terry McKay  
Members Absent: Amy Halvorson, Heidi Hanson, Andrew Singerhouse, Amy Freeman 
Others present: Emily Shively, City of River Falls  
 
CALL TO ORDER: Larson called the meeting to order at 8:36 a.m.   
 
AGENDA/MEETING MINUTES    
The meeting minutes for the October 14, 2025 meeting were approved. M/S Miller/Seidling. 
Unanimous.  
 
FINANCIALS 
Olson reviewed the Financial Report and noted that payments were made to Lori’s Salon and Day Spa 
for her sign grant; the fee for the Connect Communities program; and the P.O. Box.  New checks have 
been ordered.  The City was paid in September for the hanging baskets and downtown maintenance. 
 
GRANT REQUESTS 
Sign and Facade Grants: Spine Pro, 101-103 N. Main Street (Dr. Gregory Bernard) 
An application for a sign and a façade grant was submitted by Dr. Bernard for signage, repainting, and 
new windows and doors.  The work has already been completed.  Larson noted that the BID Board can 
fund less than the requested amount for applications submitted after work has been completed.  The 
grant request from Spine Pro is for a $1,000 sign grant and $6,000 façade grant.  M/S McKay/Miller. 
Unanimous. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Second Street Gardens and Hanging Baskets 
Chair Larson stated that there isn’t anything to report on the gardens right now.  The Board discussed 
how nice the downtown holiday lights look this year.  Larson noted that it would be nice to have lighting 
in the summer as well since there isn’t much light after 9:00pm.  

 
Main Street Updates 
McKay noted that Bo Jon’s is closing; there is a potential tenant for that space.  She also said that Aaron 
Tomlinson’s building is still for sale; it is a small building but could be a nice office. 
 
Magnus provided an update on Chamber of Commerce activities, notably the recent River Dazzle – 
there were 28 units in the parade (up from 24 last year) and the livestream was successful; there were 
approximately 800 ballots counted for the Chili Crawl which drew a younger crowd; activities at Veteran’s 
Park were well attended along with a food truck; Wonderworks held an elf workshop for kids; the reindeer 
drop at Family Fresh was fun; and the Santa’s fun run and Mascot run were entertaining as well.  She 
reported that several guides have been completed and are ready for release; the Chamber is also 
working on strategic planning for 2026-2028.  Nominations are open for Chamber awards; the event will 
be held on February 12th at Kilkarney Hills Golf Course. 
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Seidling asked if the new housing developments would have an impact on downtown businesses; the 
Board discussed traffic changes including speed limit reductions on Powell Avenue and Cascade 
Avenue. 
 
Shively reported that Toole Design is completing their work on alley assessments downtown and she 
may be ready to share that with the Board in January.  The federal BUILD grant notice of funding 
opportunity has been released and there is a February 24, 2026 deadline for applications.  She asked if 
the BID Board, along with the Chamber and River Falls Business Leaders would be interested in co-
hosting a breakfast event for downtown stakeholders sometime in late January or early February to 
provide information on the current state of downtown infrastructure and the plan to submit an application 
for federal funding.  The Board was supportive of the idea; further discussion on details of the event will 
be at the January BID Board meeting.  Shively also shared that the application for the Connect 
Communities program was successful and we will be joining the next cohort in January 2026.  The 
program offers training, networking, and technical assistance for communities seeking to revitalize their 
downtowns, whether through business support or during major construction projects. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Chair Larson adjourned the meeting at 9:05am 



2025 BID Receipts & Disbursements 
 

Checking Account balance forward as of December 31, 2024: $ 72,967.83 
 

Date  Type Check #  Project or Charge/Use    Amount  Balance 

1/24/2025 Debit e-check  West Bend Ins Co / liability ins   $      565.00 $  72,402.83 

1/30/2025 Debit e-check  Dept of Financial Institutions/file annual report $        25.00 $  72,377.83 

1/31/2025 Debit fee  1st National Bank / monthly statement fee $          5.00 $  72,372.83 

2/19/2025 Debit 3002  Anchor Websites/managed hosting-registration $      319.35 $  72,053.48 

2/28/2025 Debit fee  1st National Bank / monthly statement fee $          5.00 $  72,048.48 

3/28/2025 Debit 3003  RF CAB / Music in the Park sponsorship  $  1,000.00 $  71,048.48 

3/31/2025 Debit fee  1st National Bank / monthly statement fee $          5.00 $  71,043.48 

3/31/2025 Credit   Assessment from the City of RF   $42,000.04 $113,043.52 

4/30/2025 Debit fee  1st National Bank / monthly statement fee $          5.00 $113,038.52 

5/27/2025 Debit 3004  Krazy Kerry’s / 2nd St gardens   $  1,452.50 $111,586.02 

5/27/2025 Debit 3005  RF Business Leaders / annual sponsorship $  4,500.00 $107,086.02 

5/28/2025 Debit 3006  Earthworks / hanging baskets   $  2,215.50 $104,870.52 

5/31/2025 Debit fee  1st National Bank / monthly statement fee $          5.00 $104,865.52 

6/16/2025 Debit 3007  Pearson Florist / hanging baskets  $  1,900.00 $102,965.52 

6/16/2025 Debit 3008  RF CAB / band shelter grant   $  3,127.29 $  99,838.23 

6/20/2025 Debit  3009  Cedar Hill Greenhouse / hanging baskets $  2,070.00 $  97,768.23 

6/30/2025 Debit fee  1st National Bank / monthly statement fee $         5.00 $  97,763.23 

7/31/2025 Debit fee  1st National Bank / monthly statement fee $         5.00 $  97,758.23 

8/14/2025 Debit 3010  Speak Easy Productions / sign grant  $    700.00 $  97,058.23 

8/31/2025 Debit fee  1st National Bank / monthly statement fee $        5.00 $  97,053.23 

9/12/2025 Debit 3012  City of River Falls / summer intern – flowers $ 2,000.00 $  95,053.23 

9/30/2025 Debit fee  1st National Bank / monthly statement fee $        5.00 $  95,048.23 

10/01/2025 Debit 3013  RF Chamber of Commerce / River dazzle  $ 6,000.00 $  89,048.23 

10/08/2025 Debit 3014  US Postal Service/PO Box rental fee  $      88.00 $  88,960.23 

10/14/2025 Debit  3015  Sara Filarsky – The Laundry Room / sign grant $ 1,000.00 $  87,960.23 

10/14/2025 Debit 3016  Lori Moran – Lori’s Day Spa / sign grant  $    136.50 $  87,823.73 

10/14/2025 Debit 3017  City of River Falls / Connect Comm app. Fee $    200.00 $  87,623.73 

10/22/2025 Debit 3018  US Postal Service / PO box rental late charge $       27.00 $  87,596.73 

10/23/2025 Debit fee  1st National Bank / new checks ordered   $       40.23 $  87,556.50 

10/31/2025 Debit  fee  1st National Bank / monthly statement fee $         5.00 $  87,551.50 

11/30/2025 Debit  fee  1st National Bank / monthly statement fee $         5.00 $  87,546.50 

12/09/2025 Debit fee  Dr. Gregory Bernard / façade & sign grant $ 7,000.00 $  80,546.50 

12/31/2025 Debit fee  1st National Bank / monthly statement fee $         5.00 $  80,541.50 

   

 

 

 



Pending BID Obligations 
 

 

Grants approved by BID 

Date approved   Entity receiving grant  Use of grant money   Amount granted 

  

Total to date:  $           0.00 

 

Operating Expenses as outlined in “BID Board 2025 Budget” 

City of River Falls / administration fee        $    2,500.00 

PO Box service fee          $         84.00 

Liability insurance          $       600.00 

Misc. printing, postage & supplies        $       500.00 

Website maintenance          $    1,000.00 

         Total to date:  $    4,684.00 

 

Special Projects as outlined in “BID Board 2025 Budget” 

Explanation of special project     Estimated amount BID will contribute to project 

Main Street flowers / hanging baskets        $    1,514.50 

Main Street benches/trash bins         $    2,400.00 

Building mural projects/Heritage Park sign (continuing maintenance)    $    1,000.00 

         Total to date:  $    4,914.50 

 

Projects – funds set aside for Main Street projects 

Explanation of one-time budgeted item   Date approved          Amount approved 

Large Main Street projects     08/14/2018    $ 20,000.00 
($2,500 in 2018; $2,500 in 2019; $2,500 in 2020; $2,500 in 2021; $2,500 in 2022; $2,500 in 2023; $2,500 in 2024; $2,500 in 2025) 

 

         Total to date:  $ 20,000.00 
 

Summary of BID Obligations          

Pending Grants approved by BID: $           0.00 

Operating Expenses:   $   4,684.00           

Pending Special Projects:  $   4,914.50  

Pending One-Time Budgeted items: $ 20,000.00  

Total pending BID obligations:  $ 29,598.50  

 

Balance in checking account as of 12/31/2025: $  80,541.50 

2025 pending obligations:   $  29,598.50 

Funds available for grant requests:   $  50,943.00 



BID Grants Paid in 2025 
 

 

Grants approved by BID and paid in 2025 

 

Date approved 

Date paid   Entity receiving grant  Use of grant money   Amount granted 

8/12/2025  Speak Easy Productions  sign grant    $      700.00 

8/14/2025 

 

6/11/2024  Sara Filarsky/Laundry Room sign grant    $   1.000.00 

10/14/2025 

 

11/14/2025  Lori’s Day Spa   sign grant    $      136.50 

10/14/2025 

 

12/9/2025  Dr. Gregory Bernard  sign grant    $   1,000.00 

12/9/2025 

 

12/9/2025  Dr. Gregory Bernard  façade grant    $   6,000.00 

12/9/2025 

 

 

 

 

 

           

       2025 sign grant total:  $   2,836.50     

       2025 façade grant total: $   6,000.00           

 

       2025 grant total:  $   8,836.50         
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